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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed September 25, 2006 has been 
considered by the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding , claim 19, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 11, 17, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kreutz (US 2005/001 1663). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Kreutz discloses a module (1 5) to be received in a frame 
(13) for cable entries and/or pipe penetrations, the module (15) comprising parts 
adaptable to receive fiat cables and/or pipes having an elongated cross section (see 
figure 3). 

Regarding claim 17, Kreutz discloses the module (15), wherein the module is 
made of an elastic material (paragraph 0031). 

Regarding claim 19, Kreutz discloses a frame (13) for cable entries, pipe 
penetrations or the like (see figure 3), wherein the frame receives one or more modules 
(15). 

Regarding claim 20, Kreutz discloses the frame (13), wherein the frame (13) has 
a wedge (14) or other tensioning means (see figure 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kreutz (US 2005/001 1663). 
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Regarding claim 12, Kreutz discloses the claimed invention except for the 
module (15) being formed of two end parts and two middle parts. It would have been an 
obvious matter of design choice to form the module with two end parts and two middle 
parts, since such a modification would have involved a mere change in the shape of a 
component. Where the instant specification and evidence of record fail to attribute any 
significance (novel or unexpected results) to a particular shape, a change of shape is 
generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Dailey, 
357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966). 

Regarding claim 13, Kreutz discloses the module (see figure 3), wherein each 
end part has a number of sheets (16), giving a rounded form to receive an end of the 
fiat cable and/or the flat pipe, and which sheets may be peeled off to adapt the end part 
to the received fiat cable or the fiat pipe (paragraph 0030). 

Regarding claim 14, Kreutz discloses the module (see figure 3), wherein the end 
parts are identical to parts forming a module for cables and/or pipes having a circular 
cross section (see figure 3) 

Regarding claim 15, the modified Kreutz discloses the module (see figure 3), 
wherein each middle part is formed of a base plate (17) and a number of sheets 
(paragraph 0030) that may be peeled off to adapt the middle part to the flat cable or the 
fiat pipe to be received (see figure 3). 

Note: it has been held that the recitation that an element is "adapted to" perform 
a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. It does 
not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re. Hutchison, 69 USPQ 138. 
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Regarding claim 16, the modified Kreutz discloses the module (see figure 3), 
wherein the base plate (17) is to be directed away from the flat cable or the flat pipe at 
mounting in a frame (see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 18, the modified Kreutz discloses the module (see figure 3), 
wherein a blind plate (17) can be arranged encircled by the end and middle parts. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Klein et al (US 5,493,068), Beele (US 5,108,060), Twist et al (US 
4,919,372), Brattberg (US 3,489,440), Bloomqvist et al (US 4,291,195) and Weiss et al 
(US 6,765,147) disclose a module and frame for cable entries. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571 ) 272-2800 Ext: 31 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) OR 571-272-1000. 



August 31 , 2007 



Angel R. Estrada 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2831 



